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THE DELUSIVE AND PERSECUTING 
SPIRET OF POPERY, | 


RE v. xviii. 23,24. 


——— Iv THY SORCERIES WERE ALL NAT1- 
ons DECEIVED; AND IN HER was FoukD THE 

: . BLOOD OF PROPHETS, AND OF SAINTS, AND or 

ALT THAT WERE SLAIN UPON THE EARTH, 


"VHE SE emphatical words exhibit to us the two 
|< L ,-principal features. of a, very ſurpriſing pidture, 
| which we find in this book of Revelation, repreſenting 
a monſtrouſly deluſive and perſecuting power, that was 
to make its appearance in ſome after · period. This 
terrible power hath always been underſtood by the beſt 
x ers of ſcripture, to be none other than that of 
church of Rome, long ago eſtabliſhed under the 
F . of an authority purely ſpiritual, but (till oy 
- plied. to purpoſes the moſt different imaginable, , And 
indeed, whoeyer ſhall compare the picture itſelf with 
..  « the ſtate of the world for many ages paſt, in relation to 
religion, will, I doubt not, be obliged to own, that it is 


3 1 as compleat and characteriſtic a repreſentation of Popery, 


in its nioſt flouriſhing times, as could poſſibly have been 
giten, had that mother of abominations actually ex- 
A 2 


4 THE SPIRIT 
iſted, when ſhe was ſhadowed out to the Neu 
mind of our apoſtle. bs 


The chapter in which our text lies, preſents us with 
a lively prophecy of the ruin of the church of Rome 
in ſome future time,'aspubliſhed by titree angelic voices. 


The firſt declares the certainty of that ruin, the ſecond 
the extremity of it, and the third its irrecoverableneſs; 


' aſſigning withal the reaſons of a retribution fo Awful, 

* viz, her ſpitirudl witchcraft, and her tThoeking eruelty); 
both Which are very/ſtroagly expreſſed. in the words 
before us: For by thy ſorceries were all nations de- 

©* ceived; and in her was found the blood of prophets, 

and Hie, ad” of all: = . the 
earth.“ e eee e ew 1514p 


The laſt 11 They 
are dreadfully intelligible. The: firſt are explained by 
he apoſtle Paul, where ſpeaking of the man of fin that 
-was to he revealed, in a (train which correſponds ſur- | 
priſingly wich the apoſtle John's deſcription, he ſaith, 
that this ſon of perdition was to come with all de- 
N vreirableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that. periſi; 
a energetie hebraiſm, which ſeems to intimate, not only 
that · the grand apoſtate there ſpoken. of [ſhould erect E. 
and maintain his kingdom by the moſt ĩmpious frauds, 
but that he ſhould deſtroy the ſouls of men by num- 
p en 


— 
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out religion; I mean, deluding them with a fond opi- 
nion of their piety, whilſt guilty of the greageſt enqr- 
mities, and then, by the molt fatal kind of magic, mak 
* them vu... «bell 


ie in dhe 8 of e e 
view the ſorceries of this powerful inchantreſs. After 
- which we will look a little, and but a kttle, lit. is, a 

ſpectacle of horror I) at chat ſcene of blood, where ſne 

- ſtalks along with infernal. fury, drunk with her ſlaugh- 
ter of the ;Almighty's ſervants, and boaſting of ber 
zeil for the Almighty's intereſts. From bottyſurvezs, 
ſo mouruful to religion and: humanity, we will then 
turn aur eyes, with jayful and. grateful · admiration, to 
our ,own high. 8 — 2 7 


rut, ——— * therſorgmies af, * 
church of Rome, or of thoſe; keaſing but deſtructive 
deluſions, by which ſhe cheats her votaries into a per- 
ſuaſion of their ſanctity, at the ſame time that ſhe leaves 
them in the alli of bitterneſs, andethe bond of ini- 
quity; nay, That ſhe makes-:thom ſevenfold, more 
the clildren of the; devil than the: fund them. To 
lead the-more regularly to his part of he) ſubjeR, let 
us take things from the beginning, even, 28: far hack 
as the earlieſt notices we haye of the hiſtory of the 
nnr r 2 


: * THE SPIKIT 
dow we gather from the ſacred records, that the 
: Eternal having formed innumerable hoſts of glorious 
and happy creatures, to be the firſt and higheſt ſub- 
jects of his government, whole legions of them roſe in 
| "Os and became degenerate and miſerable be- 
© ings, whoſe ſole employment and delight it-was to do 
.. * miſchief amongſt the-works-of God; and that ac- 
* cordingly Satan, the head of 'the-revolt; found means 
to draw into it the creature man, whom the Creator 
had newly made, and placed in a ſtate of innocence 
and bliſs. Thus he introduceth on our earth a king 
dom of bis own, in oppoſition to the kingdom of je- 
' hovah, / But the great and good governor of the 
* world, who © loveth righteouſneſs, and hateth iniqui- 
ee ty,” reſolves to overthrow this inſolent adverſary; 
. . and, taking pity on the human race, whom the mali- 
cious and artful ſpirit had contrived to ruin, is gra- 
c ciouſſy pleaſed to promiſe, that the ſeed of the wo- 
man ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent.” He fulfils 
his promiſe: In the fulneſs of time he ſends forth 
a6, bis ſon made of a woman,” with ample authority and 
qualifications. to ſubdue the original apoſtate, reduce 
4 - deluded men to their duty, and by that means reſtore | 
them to their primitive felicity and glory, In ſhort, 
0. —SAS nana T1 
* ' the devil. 


iu proſecution ofthis defgn, worthy — 
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reditude and benevolence of its author, our deliverer . 
doth no ſooner appear on the public theatre, than he 


having privately baffled the perſonal aſſaults. of their 
prince. He raiſeth, ſo to ſpeak, a ſtandard of truth and 
goodneſs, in the name and ori the behalf of his Father. 
He calls upon his unhappy brethren of mankind, to 
throw down the weapons of their unnatural rebellion, 


and to ſallow him. He publiſheth- a general indem- » 


openly proclaims war with the powers of darkneſs, after - | 


nity. He pardons, entertains, encourages all that come . - 


over to him. Having by the virtue of his croſs, and 
the conſolations of his Spirit delivered them from their . 


juſt fears, and filled them with modeſt hope, he lead 


them on againſt the common enemy. He makes them 
more than conquerors. - How ? Not indeed by ex- 
ternal might, or worldly power, but by the majeſty 
and energy of his religion. In it he propoſeth ſuch 
a plan, as, if rightly underſtood, and ſteadily followed, 
cannot fail to recover men from ignorance and cor - 
ruption; and, by illuminating their minds, and puri 
fying their hearts, to make them partakers of a di- 
vine nature, and ſubjects of the great empire · of 
light and love,-------- Yes, my brethren, it is the per, 
culiar excellence of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, that its pre- 


cepts, 'prohibitions, doctrines, and examples, are all 


————— reſtoration and perfection 
of human nature, as might be ſhewn at large, were it, 


neceſſary. Ii is not neceſſary, Thoſe with whom ue 


—46«*««*Fww 
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are concerned im the preſent argument, agree with al! 


1 that the goſpet is: A doctine 


„ e rer 
8 e ee 


bent r 


| doætrine, as to pervert-ic entirely from. its genuine na · . 
ture and original uſe, * making void the commandmenta 


_  einploytd and ſupported by him, and in return uphold- 


—— —— — — —— — ͤ — — 


of God, by che traditions of men. We ſay, that in 


plate of the myſtery of godlineſs, they have franfeT and 
adopted x myſtery of iniquity; an aſtoniſhing com- 
pound of wicked opinions and wicked obfervances, fuit- 


flattering iYuſions, ts conteal from them their 


danger. In « word, we'ſay, that the ſyſtem of Popery 


is 2 direct apoſtacy from the religion of Chrilt; and 


ett to keep men in ignorance and corruption, and, by 
ae, 


the practiee of Popery, direct revolt from the king - 


dom of Chriſt; and all this under the impudent pre- 


r ann 
S erer . | | 


, 


ee eee 


deo relating to the dragon's giving her power to 


rhe beaſt: * We conſider the church of Rome as he 


principal retainer, or prime miniſter, if 1 may be indul- 
ged the phrafe, to the prince of the dark kingdom; 


ing and propagating his dominion over dhe children 


O FPO PER V. 9 
© of diſobedience,” who are dazzled with a phantom of 


| liberty, whilſt © they are taken captive by him at his 


We would not be underſtood to mean, that all are 
flayes to Satan, who are votaries of Rome. God for- 
bid. It were ſtrange want of underſtanding not to allow 
z poſkibility of being pious or good in that communion; 
corrupt as undoubtedly it is. It were equal want of 
candour not to acknowledge, that it hath in fact pro+ 
duced many perſons of unqueſtionable piety and worth, 
and ſome who have ſoared, perhaps, as noble heights 
in the ſpiritual life, as ever were attained by umnſpi- 
red mortality. This, I think, is certain, that a man 
may be miſtaken, greatly miſtaken, in many things 
relating to his religious principles, and yet be per- 
fectly ſincere in his religious practice. The goodneſs 
of his affections, the ſtrictneſs of his education, the 
influence of thoſe truths which he retains, and the aſ- 
ſiſtance of that grace, which is never denied to the 
conſcientious, may well be ſuppoſed ſufficient to over» 
ballance very far the ill eſſects even of tenets exceed 
ingly erroneous. It is manifeſtly the judgment of an 
apoſtle, formed in canſequence of an heavenly viſion, 
vouchſafed him on purpoſe to overcome his prejudi · 


| ces on that very ſubject, that there are perſons to be 
Found, | © who fear God and work rigliteauſneſs in 


erery nation; '---in every nation, and of courſe, un, 
B 


condenm the church of Rome for her want of chari- 
ty. Let us never imitate _ the. moſt .anti-chri- 


„ 


3 e e vrcunorhdy El thicking that 
te native tendency, I ſay the native tendency of her 
religious ſyſtem is to make men irreligious under a 
fpecious mask of zeal, or to lead them to purſue an 
imaginary” righteouſneſs to the negle& of a real one. 
This we affirm: in general; and we endeavour to 
prove what we affirm, from the whole compoſition 
and genius of Popery. At preſent we can only give a 
ſample of our proofs, with reſpe& to ſome particulars ; 
from which; however, — ates 
nn | 


Clniſlianiry, we all know, aims immediately at the 
has that is, ſets itſelf to reform and regulate the 
Inward man in the firſt inſtance. As its morality points 
chiefly to internal purity, being all refined yet ſolid; 
ſo its ritual leads direQly to internal devotion, being 
| beatitude to the pure in heart, and promiſeth the 
divine acceptance to thoſe only © who worſhip God 
u ſpirit and in truth. It preſcribes no pompous ce- 
remonies. It prohibits all oſtentatious ſervices. In 
- ſhort, it calls off the attention of its diſciples from 
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whatever is merely mechanical, formal, or fanciful in 
religion, to whatever, is moral, vital, and ſubſtantial. 
Nor is this all. It effectually inſpires them with the 
love of holineſs, by diſplaying it before them in all 
its beauty and importance, as the grand object of the 
divine counſels in the redemption of. the world thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, and by animating them with a moſt 
grateful and joyful faith in him, as the all-ſufficient 
friend and reſtorer of their nature. Now, what doth. 
Popery ? It exceedingly impairs and weakens mens 
regard for the grace of the goſpel, and their depen- 
dence on its author, by joining I kngw not how many 
mediators, along with him, directing. their attention 
chiefly to theſe, and ſuggeſting I cannot tell what vain 
dreams of additional and even ſu merit, 
wholly diſtin from that eyerlaſting righteouſneſs 
which their Sayiour came to bring in. And then 
i inroduceth xn cadlels train of ſenlalels l ih. 
of which plays ſo ee 
nation, as to leave neither leiſure nor diſpoſition for 
minding any thing more: rational or more {olid*, 80 


e 
cerning the abſurd and unnatu- 
ral fyſlem of Monkery, fo ned-" 
| louſly ſupported, and ſoſtrange- 
ly prevalent in the church of | 


ceive 2 eee 
impoſition, by which ſuch in- 
 fanite ſwarms of both ſexes, e- 
| qually formed with the reſt o 
their ſpecies for all the amiable 


Rome ? It is not caſy to con- 
B 


3 
2 | 
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Alena, —— a indefarigeble 
ſaying and hearing of prayers, though in an unknown 
tongue; ſuch continual eroſſings and counting of beads, 


though perfectly childiſh ; 


ſuch eternal grimaces and 


bowing to images, though rank idolatry ; all this, and 
a great deal more of the ſame: kind, being mixed up 
_ with infinite ſalemnity, doth ſo intoxicate the unguard- 


ed populace, that they fancy themſelves wonderfully.de- 


. PRIHA | 


Aber aligning, er deladeti tele 


1 


mean tine, — wy II 


faqs of fax, are, bree 
| forſooth, of ſuperior 

purity and excellence, entirely 
ſecluded from moſt of thele, 
cut off from every opportuni- 
ty of exerciſing many of the 
ſweeteſt affections and faireſt. 
virtues of. the human breaſt, 
rendered generally unhappy in 
| themſelves, rendered abſolute- 
ly uſeleſs to the world, and in 
a manner buried alive, beyond 
returninꝑ to the chearful walks 
of Hfe buried where? in the 
| Ereatyabodes of bigotry, ſuper- 


* 8 a ple, gut- 
leſs, ſenſeleſs, yet inceſſantly 


returning devotion.----A devo- 
tion at once the parent of pride 
ſumption and terror, and the 
very patron of malevolence to- 
wards the bulk of mankind : 

we may add, a devotion no way 
unfriendly to the blackeſt of 
private paſſions, or to the foul- 
eſt of ſecret crimes. Such in 


reality is that ſtate which tho 


prieſts and votaries of Rome 
vaunt of and .cry up as the 
height of Chriſtian perfection 


Deplorabſe deluſion !. | 


GP POPER!Y.” 19 
their writings and diſcourſes, as well as by all che 
inſinuation of private addreſs, till they have inflamed 
the vulgar mind into the moſt paſſionate admiration 
and tranſporting pride of a certain plauſible exterior, 
ſive of it, To prevent their inebriated followers from 
turning ſober, and ſo diſcovering the deceit, they take 
care to keep them in profound ignorance, and to incul- 
cate upon chem as a fundamental maxim, that ſuch ig- 
norance is the mother of devotion. To make all ſure, 
they hide from them the ſcriptures, which were given 
to make men good and wiſe to ſalvation. Thoſe ſcrip- 
tures which all are concerned to know, thoſe very ſcrip- 

tures which Chriſt himſelf commands all to ſearch, 
_ Chriſt's pretended vicar forbids all to ſearch, except- 
ing the clergy. 80 that if any layman, deſirous of 
being aſcertained concerning his Maker's will, preſumes 
to look into his Maker's word, without permiſſion from 
the biſhop or inquiſitor; or without the advice of the 
miniſter or confeſſor, or even after all this without a 
licence in form, he cannot receive abſolution for his ſins, 
and for this grievous ſin amongſt the reſt, nen 
mn 5 


Having thus ſhut out the broad day-light 3 
| and ſet up in lieu of it the miſerable taper of human 
authority, often deceitful and always uncertain; the 
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to work his ſpells, and call up what ſpectres of ſuper- 


ſtition he pleaſeth, in order to awe and impoſe on the 
ſtaring multitude. I think I ſee him, like ſome fright- 
ful conjurer in a gloomy cell, with all bis implements: 
of deceit about him, pretended reliques, real images, 
fictitious ſaints, falſe legends, and forged traditions, : 
playing innumerable tricks with the ſouls of men, and 
bewitching them into all manner of idolatrous and de- 
teſtable practices; exactly agreeable to that ſtrong de- | 
ſcription of him already referred to, in which the a- 
poſtle Paul, ſpeaking in the anticipitating ſtile of pro- 
phecy, hath theſe remarkable words; whofe coming 
is after the working of Satan, with all power, and 
* Ggns, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableneſs 
of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh. Such is the 
perſon --Eternal God !-----ſuch is the perſon who 
pretends to be like thee infallible, the ſovereign judge 
of truth, and the unerring guide of Chriſtians ! Unhap- 
py ſouls, that are under the guidance of ſuch a man; 
of a man too, who hath been declared * ſubje& to no 
© law, but by the plenitude of his power entitled to d 
make right wrong, and wrong right; to make virtue 
* vice, and vice virtue; to diſpenſe with all laws hu - 
man and divine; and to do all things above law, with- 
* qut law, and againſt law.“ With what peculiar pro- 
\priety doth the apoſtle, the moſt maſterly of all writ». 
ers, term this impudent impoſtor, that wicked one, or 


Jawleſs perſon, as the original word Ggnifies ; and fill 


or POPERY, Is 
. v» 


tion! 
Such hath he always been in his public character: 
in his private one he hath often, God knows, been 


were there ever more en e ee 
than ſome of the popes have been; whoſe names are 
infamous to this day, for perſidy, for cruelty, for luſt, 
for infidelity, for blaſphemy, for every. brutal, every 
diabolical exceſs, that can outrage heaven, or ſhock hu- 
manity-? I appeal to the. teſtimony of their own hiſto- 
rians. I appeal to the confeſſion of the keeneſt adyo- 
| cates for Popery. And could thoſe very monſters 
 flupendous impiety ! unparalelled effrontery ! L 
thoſe very monſters could call themſelves; the repre» 
ſentatives of Jeſus Chriſt; of. that adorable perſonage, 
Goc manifeſted in the fleſh,” who.whilſt he preach- 
ed to mankind the divine life, was himſelf a perfect mo- 
del of it, the immediate beam of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon.” What peſtilent 
effects muſt it needs produce on the manners of a re- 
| {ligious ſociety, to have ſuch reverend profligates at the 
head of it; more eſpecially conſidering their extraor- 
_— influence and vaſt domination Indeed their e- 
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Nor is the matter as all-mended by the example 
of ſome of their ſaints, whoſe principal recommendatis 
on to the honour of ſaintſhip, appears from hiſtory to 
e been tranſceridant flagitiouſneſs; or trabſtendant 
frenzy; ſo that they were: complimented with a diſ- 
tinguiſtied place in heaven, who were unworthy or 
unſit ta live on earth. And thoſe canonized wretches 
are held up as patterns of imitation, nay, as objects of 
adoration, as well as the firſt favourites and privy 
eouncellors: of the Almighty, and powerful interceſ- 
mit it to the meaneſt / underftanting,' what fott of im: 
prelhon it muſt neceſſarily make on ignorant or enthu: 
baſtic minds, to be taught that perſons may be, and 
actually have been, exalted to the higheſt dignities in 
in this; and at the ſame time, to be wotked up by all 
che machinery eee eee 
neration for ſuch odious en 


2 
| 1 10 1 
e nd eee 
leſa, though fill we muſt wonder, at the abonunable 
artiſices the Romiſh church hath fallen upon, to aſſure 
men of heaven without a ſingle grain of holineſs, pro 


vided they will pay her fufficiently for their admiſion. +- 


none can enter there, but by the ſtrait gate, and the 
narrow way of real regeneration, efficacious faith, and 
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doctrine. It is. the ground work of his whole religion: 
and to engage men eſſectually to deny all ungadlineſa 
* and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
. * and godly, looking for the bleſſed hope, is the very 
ſuperſtructure intended to be raiſed on it by the grace 
of the goſpel. Now the Roman church overturns this 
- glorious fabric of evangelical virtue at once, by ſap- 
ping the foundation of it; I mean, by perſuading men, 
that ſuch virtue is not neceſſary to their ſalvation, hut 
may be ſupplied and ſuperſeded by a variety of other 
methods, much more agreeable to their inclinations, in 
ſhort, perfectly conſiſtent with all their vices, .. And 
here there opens ſuch a ſcene, ſuch a gulph of deluſion 
and perdition !---------Pilgrimages, penatices, purga- 
cular confeſſion, extreme unction, maſſes without num- 
ber, an inexhauſtible bank of merit; and, above all the 
reſt, indulgences, pardons, and diſpenſations, as many. 
and as large, as WON tn mg e 
n. ern | 


. 


A FOO IE ANNE FE qn—%" 
lar of that amazing ſtructure of iniquity, which Popery 
' hath erected on the ruins of Chriſtianity. It is abun- 

_  dantly notorious that there is fixed in a public ofbde 

15 Cc * 
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are not excepted, even the breach of oaths the moſt 
ſolemn and important; the murder of a parent, or the 
debauching of a ſiſter. Quake, oh earth! tremble, 
ye heavens! and all ye ſtars withdraw your ſhining l- 
The infamy ſtops not here. It is alike notorious, that 
the Pope for a larger ſum grants indulgences for many 
generations, ſometimes for thouſands of years toge- 
r after ehis, the open traffic 
of. pardons and diſpenſations, that was carried on in 
Germany by thoſe - what ſhall I call them ?---thoſe 
ſpiritaal pedlars, or hawkers, the ſtrolling friars, whoſe 
unheard-of abuſes IIA * to the 
Seen eee ä 


eee de . 
the Popiſh doctrine and practice in this particular ?---- 
Are you ſtrongly inclined to any ſin whatever? you 
* need not reſtrain yourſelf at all; go to the prieſt, and 
he will give you an indulgence. Have you been ac- 
. © tually guilty of any fin whatever? make yourſelf in- 
© tirely eaſy; go to the prieſt, and he will give you ab- 
© ſolution, Never fear, man; you may perpetrate the 
© blackeſt crimes, and be abſolved for payment; or 

* even without it, on performing ſome rrifling cere- 
'* mony of unſanctiſed devotion.” Now, to make men 
believe that they may thus indulge to any wickedneſs, 
or every wickedneſs, with perfect ſafery for. the next 
world, as well as for this, is ſuch a maſter· piece of 
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deviliſh policy for deſtroying human ſouls by mukti- 
tudes, is ſuch an enormous deluſion of hell, that T 
<oa find, no fize of words toclotbe the bulk of je. * Lat 
© it go naked then, that men may ſee it the better: 
. ts a 1 on a 


Thus bare we condered ome of th die pe. 
Pye anos: tg cup full of abominations' 
with which the mighty ſorcereſs of Rome deceives her 
unhappy adherents, and which accounts indeed but too 
well for that ſpiritual blindneſs and deſperate profli- 
gacy, which rage like an univerſal and deep contagion, 
through all the Popiſh countries, Yet all this is but a 
part of her wickedneſs, For whilſt ! ſhe makes the 
inhabitants of the earth drunk with the wine of 
© her fornication, the herſelf is drunk with the blood 
* of the ſaints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jeſus; or, as it is in our text, In her was found the 
* blood of prophets and of ſaints, and of all that were 
wn COCAINE 


"head dim — bebildy, 
Now, I ſay, that this ſanguinary proſtitute, not con- 
tented with ruining the ſouls of thoſe who are ſeduced 
by her, thirſts to murder the bodies of thoſe who are 
not. And accordingly, armed with bulls in one hand, 
and faggots in the other, provided with an horrid ap- 
| ft. 
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with an hideous train of holy executioners, © ſhe goes 
forth to make war with the ſaints, and to wear them 
© ont ;* and ſhe pretends--------oh tremendous blaſ- 
phemy ! ſhe pretends to go forth in the name and 
cauſe of the prince of peace, who eame not to de- 
© {troy meris lives, but to ſave them ;* whoſe ſpirit is 
peace, whoſe legacy is peace, whoſe whole goſpel is 
no other than * glad uding of peace on earth, and good- 
err ee | by „ 
Suach a ſpirit, n o ta Ad e ge be- 
came him, who, as we obſerved before, deſcended 
from the boſom, and appeared on the behalf of the Gd 
of peace, and the parent of mankind, in order to de- 
fend and enlarge the kingdom of righteouſneſs and 
peace. Satan, the adverſary of God and man, having 
as was already hinted, laid the foundations of an op- 
poſite kingdom, ſubverſive of the intereſts of both, le 
labours to fupport and extend it, not only in perſon, 
but by his agents on earth and in hell. Of all his 2 
gents on earth, we maintain that the dreadful power 
we are deſeribing is the moſt aſſiduous and the moſt 
ſucceſsful. We maintain, that in managing this work, 
he ſuſtains, Hike his maſter, a double character, that of 
a deceiver, and that of a murderer, The firſt we Rave 
endeavoured to make appear. For the-ſecond, we ap- 
peat ro alt hiſtory. And here a whole eloud of witneſſes 
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preſents to our aſtoniſned and wounded ſight. I irha- 
gine I ſee the ſouls of thoſe who have been ſlain by: 
that ſanctiſied butcher, * for the teſtimony of Jeſas,?. 
and ſlain under pretence of zeal for that amiable name; 
I imagine I fee them riſing up in millions, and hear 
heaven, * How long, oh Lord, holy and true, doſt thou 
* not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
*:ypon the earth, and on that blood · thirſty city ? 


Let impartial hiſtory recount - if ſhe can recount, 
the numbers of God's creatures that have been mur- 
mmm 

. hiſtory tell of the commith — is.che 


many holy wars----the RE FREED for 
mmm n. 


eee eee 
teſtants in Hungary, in France, in Flanders, in Ger- 
many, in Bohemia, - in the Palatinate, and many as 
OTE | 


rene ies funda, a 
the reign of Mary of England; of the Armada of 
Spain, in the reign of Elizabeth; of the Gunpowder- - 
— pan 
worthy oß hell and Rome 
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Let her relate the-maſfacre of Paris on St. Bartho- 
lemew's day, in which about thirty thouſand . 


e ee ee blood“. 


ae en *. 
reign of Charles the firſt, in which above an hundred 


and fifty thouſand Proteſtants, - Iſay, above an hun- 


dred and fifty thouſand Proteſtants were barbarouſly 


murdered in the ſpace of two months, chiefly by the 


ci ip 


. 


about forty millions of poor Americans, -I ſay, about 
forty times ten hundred thouſand poor Americans, on 
pretence of their reſiſting the attempts made for their 


converſion, as well as on accounts purely political, 


And let her pencil draw, if it can find adequate 


colours, the horrors of that infernal ſlaughter-houſe, 


the Inquiſition 3. where all that the imagination of de- 


mons can invent, or the malignity of demons inflict, 


* It is worthy our obſerva- 
tien, that no ſooner did the 
news of this day's dreadful 
work arrive at Rome, than the 
Pope went in proceſſion to the 
chyrch of St. Lewis, and there 


thanks for it to the merciful 


Parent and Saviour of men. 


And the fame ſhocking ſcene 
was repreſented in a ſplendid 
picture, with this inſcription, | 
THE TRIUMPH OF f 


returned public and folemn | THE GHURGH. . 
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to inſult and torture, and if poſſible to damn the miſe- 


3 mmm 


Let hiſtory proceed to rehearſe--------but Nature 
ſickens at the ſtory !-----Religion turns away her ear 


bleeding children !----Let us haſten to a more com- 
n — n we promiſed to do, 


e of that glorious deliverance 


wrought for theſe nations from the deluſion and per- | 


ſecution of Popery; which your piety, my reverend | 
fathers and brethren, hath taken care tu preſerve the 


-particular remembrance of, within your own circle; by 
appointing diſcourſes relating to it and to ſubjects con- 


nefted with it, to be preached before you from time 


to time. The appointment with which you have ho- 
-noured me on this head, I now obey with pleaſure.” I 


rejoice with you, and all the friends of religion and 
liberty, in the noble triumphs obtained by both at 
the bleſſed periods of the reformation and the revo- 


lution, -I rejoice with the whole kingdom of light, in 
the happy victories" then gained by the combined 
powers of Chriſtianity and public zeal. ' Adored" be 


religious and civil heroes, -who- made ſo illuſtrious a 


ſtand for the intereſts of truth and of mankind! 


| 
| 
' 


' 
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Would your time permit; with what delight could 
we enter into the detail, and paint out to your ad- 
miring view, that honourable band of firſt reformers, 
ho, throwing off their mental fetters, broke from the 
dungeon of Popiſh ſuperſtition, led forth the everlaſt- 
ting goſpel, long defaced and impriſoned there, dif- 
-played her in her ancient honours, and raiſed her ban- 
ver before the nations; proclaiming, as the captain 
© of ſalvation* himſelf had done formerly, proclaiming 
dn bis name, * liberty to the captives, the opening of 
the priſon to them that were bound, proclaiming the = 
* acceptable year of the Lord. - Immediately after 
ing in their chains, and dreaming they were free, a- 
bands aſunder, marching out into open day; the open 
r GE | 
„ e 1 


| eee 
e ee ee it on fact 
| this wondrous work, we do not pretend to inſinunte, 
chat they were guilty of nothing weak, or of nothing 
wrong in their manner of conducting it. Great fail- 

-Ings, it bath often been obſerved, are nearly allied to 
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 keenneſs, and be hurried into miſcarriages, which, ib 4 
calmer hour and milder mood, they would: condema 
exceedingly. The danger is conſiderably increaſed by 
a particular kind of warm and daring evthuſtaſm, which 
fires and rouſes them, when engaged in avy difficult 
important ſtruggle ; - and which, whilſt it comes in aid 
of the cooler principles of piety, and the foebler dic» 
rates of reaſon, that were inſufficient; perhaps, to carry 
chem through alone, is apt at times to abuſe them, 
And where is the man who can anfwer for himſelf, that 
in a ſimilar conjuncture he could be I FED 
OTE 2 entennt : 


aden — 
tinguiſhed deliverer of immortal name, who, when the 
Lend of Popery, and his kindred. devil, tyraney, were 
they had been happily expelled, came with a heroic 
real, and drove them back again to Rome, their native 
| n nene 


di laſtly, 1 cheer gon; how after 2 new 
2 recover their dominion, they were baffled, 
I hope for ever baſſſed, by the acceibon af a family to 
the Britiſh throne, that hath been always noted for- its 
| inviolable attachment to the joint caule of religion and 
| Uberty, for its invincible abhorrence of all uſurpation 
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over the conſciences and rights of mankind, and for 4 
r 
ke ee g | | 1 771 
| To. ER my beloved. s 4 raps 
e to whom ſhall we aſcribe all theſe marvellous 
events, and the unſpeakable felicity, which as men, as 
cChhriſtians, and as Britons, we enjoy in conſequence of 
them? Taſk once more to whom ? © You reply with 
rapture, the rapture of undiſſembled gratitude; to the 
deed, If it had not been the Lord who was on our ſide, 
© may we of Iſrael ſay, if it had not been the Lord who 
was on our fide, when men roſe up againſt us, they 
© had ſwattowed* us up quick, when their wrath was 
_ * kindled-ayainſt us.----Blefled- be the Lord, who hath 
not given us a prey to their teeth. Our ſoul is'eſcaped 
* as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowler. The ſnare 
is broken, and we are eſcaped. Our help is in the 
WWW * 


Let us indulge Sol 8 which theſe refleat- 
ons and theſe acknowledgments are fitted to infpire. 
But yet there is ſomething occurs to damp our joy, 
though not to diminiſn our praiſe. Shall I mention it? 
Im ſorry to mention it.-----You may gueſs, I 
mean our neglect and miſimprovement of our mercies. 
Buch deliverances! ſuch privileges! . Yet ſuch inſen- 
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Gbility ! ſuch abuſe l- -I appeal to you, are we not 

really the maſt favoured people upon earth, and the n 
moſt ungrateful ?---- As to the particulars of our ingra- 

titude, they are L But I will ſpare myſelf the painful 
taſk. of ſpecifying them, and will wind up what hath 
been - ſaid, with a ſhort nnn. and 4 iy 


; 
For e 
ſtranger, from ſome remote region of the world, an in- 
vi ©  <relligentand virtuous heathen, for example, no idolater, 
but a natural religioniſt, whoſe ſoul was open to truth, 
and. imbued with goodneſs ; juſt ſuch another man as 
Cornelius ſeems to have been before he became a Chri- 
A 4 ſhan; ſuppoſe, I ſay, that this man, led by the love of 
obſervation and enquiry, was to viſit the European 
was to traverſe firſt of all the land of Popery, and to 
nue the aſpect which that religion wears, and the ef- 
fects which it produceth : What do you. imagine would 
be his aſtoniſhment and diſguſt, when he found the 
prieſts requiring and commanding the people, under the 
pain of exquiſite tortures in this world, and of conſum- 
mate miſery. in the next, to believe the moſt monſtrous 
, abſurdities and contradictions, to ſwallow: the groſſeſt 
lies and blaſphemies, and to revere, to imitate, to wor- 
ſhip as ſaints and gods, ſome of the worſt and vileſt 
n. as well as W wü N the 
71 -D- 8 
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mereſt foppery and farce, il place of real religion and 

morality; nay, directly undermining the foundations of 

all religion and morality, by encouraging men to fin with 

the aſſurance of a pardon, whenever they pleaſe to pur- 

chaſe one; in a word, inculcating in the name of the 

thrice Holy, ſuch teners,and ſuch practices, as are almoſt 

beyond the very refuſe of Paganiſm, and denouncing in 

the ſame inſinitely venerable name, death and damnation 
againſt all who will not fall down and worſhip the i- 
mage which they haye ſet up! How would his amaze» | 
ment and horror be heightened, when looking intvpṽ Þ' 

Diſtory, he underſtood what diſmal fields of blood, and 

helliſh engines of torment, this church did boaſt of, as 
our honeſt heathen burn with indignation at ſuch = *Y/ 
church! and with what impatience would he break 
_ rom * e man 5 


eee eee! \ / 
tain j to obſerve in general, the plain, good-natured, þ 
manly face of the religion taught and profeſſed in it, 
und upon enquiry to be particularly inſtructed, by any 

df is moſt rational and worthy teachers, concerning 
"the ſacred original, the heavenly nature, and the di- 
vine tendency of that religion. Suppoſe him next to 

| conſider the political ſtate of the country, to contem- 
plate its freedom, its wealth, its independence; and to 
be informed how all theſe do naturally grow our of tho 
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frame of its gavernment, as 2 government of laws, of 
laws enacted by the:people, and maintained hy the 
prince; by a prince who is at this very time-theifather 
of his people. After this, let-him-look once more into 
hiſtory, and there read by what ſtrangely merciful in- 
terpoſitions of heaven this religion and this govern» 
ment have been reſtored and ſecured; when both have 
been in danger of being extinguiſhed.” Oh, my bre- 
we conceive would fill the breaſt of our ſenſible and 
virtuous: ſtranger on this complex ſurvey l · Zut 
how would theſe be mingled with ſentiments of the ſin- 
cerelt regret and diſpleaſure, when: after all he came to 
look more attentively into the character and manners 
of this greatly-favoured: nation, and to diſcover the 
corruption: that runs through all :ranks from the court 
down to the cottage, appears amongſt them in every 
ſhape, and fadly obſcures thoſe good qualities and 
commendable actions 2 JH Pp 
inſpire ! FOR s 


end n | 
iferent refledtions-and forkngs,” to addreſs a mixed 
and numerous auditory, conſiſting hke this of clergy 
and people, may we not figure to-ourſelves,. that he 
would expreſs himſelf in ſome ſuch manner as the fols 


lowing----* Thrice happy Britons, if you had under. 
* ſtanding to know, and virtue to improve your happie 
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© nefb1----Your religion appears is itſelf divine : Why 


© would you diſgrace it by practices unworthy of it? 
Would you diſplay its excellency to ſtrangers; let it 


be ſeen in excellent lives. You have departed from 
© the tenets ; depart from the ſpirit of Popery. Let your. 
© devotion be ſolid and humble, your charity large and 
active. Let temperance and integrity be your undi- 
_ © vided companions, and the diſintereſted love of truth 
your inſeparable 'guide. ---Honour and defend your 
© king and your laws, both of them the beſt on the 
* face of the earth. For ſhame, Britons, do not ſhew 
« yourſelves undeſerving of both, by acting or ſpeak- 
ing againſt either; guard ſolicitouſſy againſt every 
* incroachment, againſt every attempt of Rome and 
* of France; they are your natural foes.---------- 
© Think on the days that are paſt, and adore that 
© propitious Providence, which hath delivered you from 
e e e eee de 2 thouſand 
* ways. Tou are ſurely the moſt privileged of all 
people; expect to be the moſt accurſed, if you are 
© not the moſt grateful and worthy.----For you, who. 
* are the prieſts of Jeſus, ſee that you preach his reli- 
* gion, and his religion only. When you preach, think 
of him, not of yourſelves. Remember real Chri- 
* ſtianity is not an engine of power, a banner of po- 
* pularity, or a badge of party. It is religious virtue. 
f It is univerſal love. That virtue, that love, do you 
f inculcate, breathe, and pracliſe. Beware of giving 


* ground to ſay, that the patrons of deluſion and ty- 
in promoting the beſt. To make the people pious 


| * be chis your ſovereign purſuit, and this your ſore- 
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* ranny ſhew more ability, more aſſiduity, and greater 
* zeal in promoting the worſt of cauſes, than you do 


* {PREY honeſt and loyal, by the united force 
* of your prayers, your inſtructions, and your example; 


* reign praiſe,” 
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